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neutral palettes and muted colors, it takes guits 1o

lese I.L«u}'b-« annid the safety
coente o howne full of just the opposite.
Bt the interior of this Scotlsdale bunily's home is newly il with bold, vet
comfortable color It's present in the family rnom and kitchen, where primary
colurs dominale aid bright inosaic glass tiles form the backsplash; in the rugs and

artwork; in the wall fineshes

sage—and in the uphnls

Deciding just what surtof design
staterment woull muke tiese homeown-
ers maost at hame was a no-hrainer. €
¢ {nn the comfort of vacations past.
“we like staying in Contemporary hotels,
where the furnishings nrealwags s it e
bolder than what sameone might da in

We i b|'|ng_$h.|r inand do
the homeownier & Calur
males o huge ditference. 1t's what gives it
character, and what makes it warm.”

Wt way seenn like a fuinny way
o bt pilne ool thiat 15, b the same
vonversation, alsn dubhed as Modern,
streamlined. But here, normally contrary
ndjeutives gu Tansd-in-leand. 10 the result
ol & home where svery wapect hos been
It aecived, hoth inslde and out.

U1 the one hand, the family feh
they had it all, at least where Ueir Tiv-
ing quariers were s oncn el a lovely

il

B v dusinpasioe cem
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the dining ronm features Venetian plaster in a sirong
ry, such as chairs covered in oringe.

negighborhoed, a one-acre lot tremendous
compared with others in the Valley and

a central location accessibrle (w all the
amenitics

Thie ouly probleny=and the problem
wein i by one—was the house itself

It was hideous, it had vo appeal.”
the homeowner says, The mnch style
proper iy was basically a tract home,

E mbivalent, sort-of-Mediterrancan
deslgn very typicul Gl 1970s Scottsdale,
constructed of shimp-block masimry with
mpm.;;j wirid vigas.

Hie homeowners called in Richard
Daria, of Doria Arclulecture, to modern-
ize the 3,500-square font space and make
it more to thelr Hking. While other homes
in the neighborhood had been leveled
and replaced wilh much kinger stucluges
{gomié in the ROMD-zauare oot ranpal,
these homenwners "wanted snmething




cozier,” they sav. “We think it's nice to
have a smaller home, to keep everyone
close.”

Daria told the homeowners he
could morph the existing shape of the
home, turning it either Santa Fe-style
or Contemporary. They were in luck;
Contemporary architecture is just what
suits their sensibilities. "We changed the
look on all four sides, removing entire
masonry sections and replacing them
with glass, adding extensions {o make the
home look bigger,” Doria says,

And while the interior is streamlined
as well, the color prohibits any chance of
it feeling stark. In fact, it's quite casual,
“These are voung-at-heart people, and
they need a fun-feeling home,” says
Valerie Borden, the home's interior
designer, of Chimera Interior Design,
Borden points out that this family, with
three children and two retrievers, needed
design that is not only current, but that,
in terms of finishes and furnishings, is
also durable,

Phatas by Wikel Woadall

Living areas arc now more conducive
to family time and socializing, The wall
dividing the kitchen and family room, so
commaon in elder homes, was removed,
And economical use was made of a tight
space, the living-and-dining room, which
the homeowner says was barely large
enough 1o accommodate both activities,
A custom dining rable seats 1, perfect for
entertaining, and an intimate group-
ing of four large chairs is just right for

light fixtures and built-in cabinetry work
together toward a modern end. along with
ultra-sleck touches like steel countertops
and floating steel shelves that cantilever
off walls. A front wall was replaced with

a wall of windows, the better for viewing
the outdoors.

A major bonus; Not only do the
grown-ups like it, the kids also approve.
“They think it's cool,” the homeowner
savs. "And their friends like it, too.” %

after-dinner téte-a-
tétes. A built-in hutch,
designed by Doria,
is counter level and
divides the space.
With the exception
of a new bay-shaped
eating area in the
kitchen, the size, shape
and placement of the
rooms themselves were
nol changed. Doria
says, Instead new fin-

ishes, maple flooring,
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*rhave: Moybe-Mediterrnean wos nof whet suited these ROMEOLINES,
urho fove thelr lacation bt were ess than thrilied with the original design
of their 1970 tract home

e ow:A wall of windews reploces concrefie block, making the new waik-
[wys, courtuards gnd 30 polm trees odded fo (he previowsly underdeel-
pped one-arg-o-kalf oore yord visible from indoces as wail a5 out
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